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, The second alternative was quite simple : If Maria
Theresa refused to accept these suggestions, Frederick
would befriend all of her actual and potential enemies,
such as Bavaria, Saxony, and France, and he would
then march into Silesia at once.

It is an historical fact, however, that Frederick
never gave her a chance to choose between these two
alternatives. Before Botta had returned to Vienna,
the Prussian armies were already moving towards
Silesia. Only then did Frederick's special envoy,
Count Gotter, arrive in Vienna. Gotter was usually
popular with women and he was hoping to impress
Maria Theresa. He was not aware that she was growing
increasingly annoyed with Frederick. She refused to
see his representative herself, and Francis, who was
gradually being relegated to the post of her private
secretary, was told to receive Count Gotter. Francis
was accepting her growing domination with surprising
meekness. It was as though the sacrifice of his Duchy
had broken rather than stimulated his ambition. He
dutifully met Gotter on December 20,1740.

Gotter could not deliver the graceful speech he had
prepared for the young Queen, whom he believed to be
impressionable, and he was not at his best in this un-
expected interview with Francis, With true Prussian
tactlessness he bluntly told Francis about the bribes
offered by Frederick.

'* I bear/1 Gotter said, " in one hand the salvation
of the House of Habsburg, in the other the Imperial
Crown for your Highness. The treasury of the King, my
master, is at the service of the Queen; he will also secure
to her the assistance of his allies, England, Holland, and
Russia. In return, he demands the whole of Silesia, and
nothing less. The King's determination is immovable/*